Atelier Archmixing
Facade Renovation for Building 8, Hengshanfang
Xuhui District, Shanghai, China 2014
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This facade renovation project is a small part of a big urban
regeneration program, Hengshanfang, which intends to
transform a historical residential district with Lilong housing
(residentials in lane: specific typology in Shanghai) built in
1934 and villas built in 1948 into a boutique commercial area.
The site is located in Xujiahui, one of the busiest commercial
centres in Shanghai, where constant change plays a crucial role
in guaranteeing economic and urban vitality. Thus, for Atelier
Archmixing, the biggest challenge is how to achieve iconic
difference as well as commercial dynamics without sacrificing
the coherence of a historical preservation area.

The old villa stands in the centre of the whole block, with a
corner exposed to the main entrance, the intersection of two
leafy streets, as well as a large and popular urban park. In
order to balance integration and distinction, the architects
decided to cover the three-story structure with a changeable
skin, which remains elegantly quiet during the day while
sending out charming allure during the night. Instead of using
a conventional curtain wall or floodlighting, they applied
illuminated brick, an originally designed and customized
product to achieve this dramatic effect. The historical building,
now a boutique shop, is covered with an envelope combining
two different materials - traditional gray bricks mixing with
this unique illuminated bricks, both sharing the same size and
similar colors. Therefore, during the daytime, with a pure brick
texture, it easily integrates into its surroundings. When night
falls, the wall suddenly becomes shining, just like lighting up a
lantern with rich patterns, successfully distinguishing itself, and
at the same time attracting and amusing the pedestrians. What
makes the building stand out in this downtown commercial
area is the dramatic fact that this is an everyday transformation
of the building itself instead of a neon light effect. Moreover,
this sophisticated design of difference, changing from daytime
quietness to nighttime brilliance, also conveys a sense

of Shanghai character - no matter whether in a mode of
withdrawn seriousness or open enchantment, it always stays
restrained and elegant.

The illuminated brick is a complicated product composed of
five different segments. A stainless steel box in the size of a
normal brick serves as the main structure, inserted with a
lighting facility made of three different layers, among which a
new material called Photosensitive Mineral Resin Sheet plays

a key role in creating delicate texture. These bricks were laid
alternatively with gray bricks in mortar, just like building a
traditional brick wall. Four elevations constitute a continuous
skin to achieve unity and simplicity.

The illuminated facade is composed of overlapping rectangular
lighting patterns of varied size and intensity, intersecting with
window frames. Since the LED bricks are of the same size as
those gray ones, they can form rectangular lighting areas of
different texture. Rectangular is also the shape of windows

and doors - it is applied as the basic form. To exaggerate this
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covering effect and create different brightness patterns, small-
sized and extremely dense lighting blocks are hidden in those
large areas.

Both the doorway and shop windows project from the exterior
walls to satisfy functional as well as aesthetic purposes. The
entranceway is totally made of stainless steel plate. The same
material is also applied to the prominent windows as exterior
frame, but the interior surface is covered with sheet copper.
While the stainless steel produces illusive reflections of the
adjacent lighting bricks, the golden copper adds a charming
sense of warmness and prosperity.
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Opposite: View of the lane from the
south. The illuminated bricks were
designed for this facade renovation
project, inspired by the iconic
nightscape of Shanghai. All photos on
pp. 153-155 by Tang Yu, courtesy of
the architects.
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This page: Night view of the west
elevation. Illuminated bricks surround
the openings and shine at night.
Opposite, above: View of the entrance
and openings made of stainless steel
plates to reflect the illuminated bricks.
Opposite, below: Close-up view of
illuminated bricks and window frame.
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L Stainless steel box
Diffusion film

% 1 Photosensitive mineral resin sheet

Light guide acrylic plate
Dotted LED light

Diagram showing five segments of illuminated bricks
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Credits and Data
Project title: Facade Renovation for Building 8, Hengshanfang
2 3 4 Client: Shanghai Hengfu Properties, Co, Ltd.
2 Program: Commercial
Location: Xuhui District, Shanghai, China
Design: 2012
Completion: 2014
Status: Completed
Architects: Atelier Archmixing
Design Team: Zhuang Shen, Wang Kan, Yang Yungiao, Xie Wenjing (Intern)

1. Before renovation [luminated brick manufacturer: Gainker (China) Building Technology Company
2‘ g‘ee' cornice Structural mechanical and electrical engineer: Shanghai Sanyi Architectural
. Renovated windows and doorway
4. Brick skin wall Design company, Shanghai Yuangou Design and Consultant Company
5 5. After renovation . . ~ .
Main contractor: Shanghai Xufang Construction Industry Company
Diagram of facade renovation /7 HEIH R A Total floor area: 230 m2
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